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e Introduction EEEEEE————

Welcome to the first tome of A 2 OAR L\?J (h" H L‘?f 5'31 - MAY | SPEAK KEP with Husniou
and Motsel which is a series of learning books for the Kep language, a constructed language
which | created in 2024.

Kep is intended to be a simple and minimalistic language written with ideograms, and spoken

in Sam Uam, a fictional country.

Throughout this book, you will follow Husniou and Motsel, and their encounters, conversations
and adventures will accompany you on your learning journey. By the end of this first book, you
will have discovered a lot about Sam Uam people and culture, and you will also have learned

300 Kep ideograms, meaning that you will approximately have reached an A1l level in Kep.

From a methodological perspective, | tried to apply the principles of communicative language
learning in this book, this is why it includes 50 dialogues based on real-life situations and all

the lessons are based on them and designed to encourage active participation from learners.

This book is intended both for independent learners and for use in groups, language clubs, or
teacher-led classes. Its dialogues, exercises, and tasks can be adapted to individual study, pair

work, or classroom activities.

| sincerely hope that you will enjoy your journey through A2OAHR L‘?’ ﬁ\1 H L@ 531 - MAY |

SPEAK KEP with Husniou and Motsel and that you will have fun learning Kep.

2T SHADPE L

Bryan C.
Creator of Kep
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pmmmmmmm® How to use this book s

The book consists of 10 units, each identified by a different colour. Each unit focuses on a

specific theme and is structured as follows:

A landing page
to see all the lessons included in
the unit with a thematic illustration

5 lessons

each on a double page

The lesson structure is always the same
and it is detailed on the right page.

A practice double page -
with reading, listening, writing and iy -
speaking exercises to review the contents @. . S
of the whole unit. Pl S
\ § ) -

A cultural focus

in Kep only, so you can learn more
about Sam Uam and its people,

while practicing reading and listening!




Lesson structure (ALL audio files are identified by this

symbol including the track number.

Each lesson consits of 6 different parts. You can access them by
scanning the QR code This is a
or by following this link: FROIEEEEEE

thisisalink.com/audio
P Py

On the left page:

o Listen to the dialogue m

This section is the most important part of the lesson. It features a dialogue and an illustration

based on an everyday situation.
Take the time to listen, to read along, and to familiarise yourself with the dialogue. The rest of

the lesson is based on it.

e Discover new characters

This section introduces the six new characters featured in the lesson’s dialogue. It clearly

shows the new characters, their meanings and their pronunciation.

e Vocabulary

The vocabulary section mainly contains compound words featured in the dialogue, along with

their pronunciation and meaning.

Q Practice the new characters

This section includes a grid for practising how to write the new characters from the lesson.

On the right page:

Q Language facts

This section covers aspects of grammar, phonetics and vocabulary to help you understand the

structure and functioning of the Kep language.

‘a Practice

This final section includes exercises such as fill-in-the-blank, matching and translation
exercises, amongst others, to consolidate the elements covered in the previous section.



Unit 1 - Hello!

Communication: say hello, thank you, introduce yourself, ask questions, talk of your origins
Grammar: basic sentences, basic questions, negation
Vocabulary: identity, names

Culture: Sam Uam

\ _/

Unit 2 - Going to the city

Communication: find your way around, ask for and giving directions, use public transport
Grammar: basic sentences, basic questions, negation
Vocabulary: city places, streets, transportation, numbers

Culture: Transit in Sam Uam, Siong lo

Unit 3 - In a shop

Communication: ask for things, state your size, describe an object, express preferences, buy and pay
Grammar: basic sentences, basic questions, negation
Vocabulary: clothing, colors, money

Culture: Traditional clothes of Sam Uam

\_ J
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Unit 4 - | am hungry!
Communication:
Grammar:

Vocabulary:

Culture:

B &t RO’

Unit 5 - Family

Communication:
Grammar:
Vocabulary:

Culture:

B 2N

Unit 6 - At home

Communication:
Grammar:
Vocabulary:

Culture:




Unit 7 - Working hard

Communication:
Grammar:
Vocabulary:

Culture:

Unit 8 - Free time

Communication:

Grammar:

Vocabulary:

Culture:

Unit 9 - At the hospital

Communication:
Grammar:
Vocabulary:

Culture:




Unit 10 - Going to las Cham

Communication:
Grammar:
Vocabulary:

Culture:

Appendix

Final exam

Phonetics

Grammar

Transcription of audio recordings
Answers to the exercises

Map of Sam Uam

Map of Siong lo
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o Listen to the dialogue m

20N

Q Discover new characters

sau io

very good

( Y4 L N . \( . )
< O O 3 F A
min sau hé pél gah io
sun, da ood ? ou [, me tall, ver
A A U Y
e Vocabulary o Practice the new characters
b min sau hello
OF & hépélsau  Are you doing good?
e gah sau | am going good

Dl HooH | O Cr| ¢




e Language facts

1. Sounds

In Kep, there are 13 consonants: m
p b m t d n 3 ch k g ng h r-1*

/o/ Mo/ Im/ i/ idl Ind o Is~el /fel Ikl /gl Ind I el

and 6 vowels: m

* r at the begining of a syllable, | at the end

a e i o u é

/al /el /il /0/ /u/ /3/
The full sound chart is available on page XX.

2. Writing

Kep is written in logograms. It has no punctuation signs. A blank is left between two
sentences. Itis as wide as a character.

3. Grammar

Note that in the sentences O ¥ & and £ O and % U () there is no verb to be. It litteraly
means "you good?", "I good" and "l good big".

There is no verb to be in Kep.

To ask a question, the interrogative particle O is added at the beginning of any sentence like
$ & "You are well." to form a yes-no question, O & S "Are you well?".
The modifier is always placed after the modified part, as in F5MN "am very good.".

‘a Practice

1. Copy the dialogue of the lesson on the 2. When you are done, translate it here.
left to practice character writing.

] ]
] ]
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o Listen to the dialogue m

é N Y4 Y4 Y4 Y4 )
& ¥ M g 53 ")
ting hus niou mot sel uat
name child mountain flower purple to listen
. J \_ J \L VAN VAN J \L J
e Vocabulary o Practice the new characters

S F O tingpélhé What is your name?

S 2 tinggah.. My nameis ..
2 , .

M husniou  Husniou
|

V3 motsel Motsel

") sau uat beautiful (to the ear)

L <o | = ||y

O




e Language facts

1. Grammar

The words £ and & can be used as a possessive mark when placed after a noun.

) a name

&' 2 my name
&' E your name

When the character O is used somewhere else than the beginning of a sentence, it usually
means what.
& F O What is your name?

5
Proper names are written in between two special characters like in L\T/ 3.

2. Vocabulary

There is no word for beautiful in Kep. Instead, expressions like S") can be said. Literally, it
means "good to listen".

‘a Practice

1. Match each sentence with the right answer

a. O9YMm Y 1.0
b.&'F O 2.28N
C L 5
c.OF Y 3. 98 U
d. o4 4.2 9M
- 3 3
e OV L 5. %YM O
2. Translate these sentences in English. 3. Translate these sentences in Kep.
a b OFY a. Hello. My name is Motsel. And you?
b.OY 3T & b. The name Husniou is beautiful.
c. &% Lm%j c. Is my name beautiful?
d.aF &N d. Is Husniou doing well?
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o Listen to the dialogue m

é Y4 Y4 Y4 Y4 Y4 )
A - v, @ ‘L [
hoi up pa cho be kum

9 bad JL from JU want JL eat JL go D Couse, homs

e Vocabulary o Practice the new characters

AA  hoihoi  alittle bad L

O up hé why

I+ up from, because ”_

20D gahpacho |am hungry

") be kum to go home

=18
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e Language facts

1. Grammar - modifiers

The word () can be used after another word to amplify its meaning.

A bad AN very bad
O good SN very good, great

Reduplication is used to attenuate the meaning of a word.

A bad A A a little bad
O good OO alittle good
2. Grammar - cause

The word | means from, but it can be used as well to express a cause.

FOIFEYW | am good because | am going home.
OFYULTIFF A Do you want to go home because you are feeling bad?

‘a Practice

1. Complete each sentence with these 2. Match the two parts of the sentence.
characters. You can use each only once.

a. 20 1. F20d
MnaYA9090~FnN b.OF A 2. IF2WT
c. T U 3. ¢m' A
a. 0% b.+& d 2AA 4. FFdE
¢ 38U d. %_I_\ e IR AN 5. FF QW
AESVIE Foy £ YMm'
3. Translate these sentences in English. 4. Translate these sentences in Kep.
a. OF UM a. My child is feeling great.
b. 2OWT ¥ b. Why is your house big?

¢ YFAAIFO

Husniou wants to listen to me.

0




h ¥IFo

o Listen to the dialogue m

[ 38 FFO |
[2F&R 2£PRN OF |
[BNSN £PMN OF0MN |
[F0 mNeN |

Q Discover new characters

( N YA N( ) | ( o )
G\ [0 M [N 0 R
sam uam tam siong gu hei

9 island JL four JU come JL city D know kgratitudeJ

e Vocabulary o Practice the new characters

O up hé from where

G\ [0 samuam  Sam Uam

BA N siong io Siong lo

MmN niou io Niou lo

R hei Thank you!

0SB 9




e Language facts

1. Grammar - expressing origin

Both words I and _F can be used to express origin.

2IF® 1am from Sam Uam. - is the standard form of expressing origin.

* PBAN | come from Siong lo. _F can be used for telling which city someone is from.

2. Grammar - answering a question

There is no word to say yes in Kep. To positively answer a question, it is possible to simply just
repeat the verb.

OF0OMN Do you know Niou lo?
rO I do.

3. Vocabulary

The word IR by itself means gratitude, but it is also used as an interjection to say thank you.

‘a Practice

1. Match every question or sentence on the left half (letters) with the most adequate
answer on the right half (numbers). You can use each only once.

a. U b.OmN Y 1L 2ok 2. 28N
¢ $00 d&F o 3.mNSN 4.0

e. OFr0mN f.OF 5. 200 6. U
9. 5IFO h. FOWLO 7. 2 QLN 8. K

2. Translate these sentences in English. 3. Translate these sentences in Kep.
a. OFOWLHN a. Are you from Sam Uam? - Yes | am.
b. L\?J mj AR SR b. Do you know my name? - | do.
cVY2IFaRIFZIFo( c. | want to go to Siong Min.




h 220

o Listen to the dialogue m

[ om 0%02 1 |
[ F0F 220 |

2 e

[ 02858 |

BN
(o8 22 98 |
KTy

3

Q Discover new characters

é % Y4 J_ Y4 :F N = \( ED Y4 (5] )
mué dé ui heu dang kep

9 person D &this,thatJ L no, not JL he, she JL speak D klanguageJ

e Vocabulary o Practice the new characters

31 mué dé this person
0T gu ui don’t know
+O mué hé who

5
PO hus sam Hussam

A kep language, Kep
DA dang kep  speak Kep

SN sauio uat very beautiful

Oy | OF [Ho | H| b= | Ho




e Language facts
1. Grammar - gender
Gender is not expressed in Kep. The pronoun 2 is neutral and used both for female and male.

2. Grammar - negation

The character T is used to negate the word before.

O know fOF don't know
O good OF not good
It works the same to answer a question: short answer: complete answer:

OF02 Do you know this person? 0, Yes. 0% I know him.
0T No. 20T £ Idon’t know him.

3. Grammar - modifiers placement

As seen in the first lesson, the word [\ means tall but it is often used to intensify as the word
very in English. Pay attention to its placement in the following examples.

25N I am very good.
SF SN Yournameis very beautiful. (lit. very good to hear)

‘a Practice

1. Answer the questions in both short and complete, affirmative and negative forms.

Question short affirmative | short negative | complete affirmative answer | complete negative answer
0%
OFr0 Yo
O 98 U
O WM A
O 1o
2. Translate these sentences in English. 3. Translate these sentences in Kep.
a. OlLlle a. | don't speak Kep.
b. 2 LOTAIFO b. Is your house big?
¢l AA c. Why don’t you go to Sam Uam?
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@ Listening Q

Read the questions. Listen to the audio and the right answer for each question.

a. 200 M 223 P
b.OLY v ot 2r0F
¢ 280 M Mg SR PNe M’ d

@! Reading

Read the text and the right answer for each question.

a. 20" ¢ 2
M 23 4ol

b.OL Y
v oY SN
A A A AN
c £OULO

nem &N N

v oF 20T

8@ teikautei



a Writing

A new coworker left this note on your desk. Write down your answer to leave on his desk.

@ Speaking

1. Speak with a friend: introduce yourselves to one another in Kep. (10 min.)

Here is some space in case you want to note some information about them:

2. Then, introduce your friend to the whole group, and he will introduce you to them.

Have fun speaking Kep!

diukautei 8§ Q@ 8



To be continued
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